The Grand Palace is a historic and cultural landmark located in the heart of Bangkok, Thailand.
It has been the official residence of the Kings of Siam (and later Thailand) since 1782. Though
no longer used as a royal residence, it remains a significant ceremonial site and a major tourist

attraction.

Here are the key details about the Grand Palace:
1. History and Construction

o Established: 1782 by King Rama I, the founder of the Chakri Dynasty.

o Reason for Construction: To serve as the royal court and administrative seat of
government for Siam (modern-day Thailand).

e Architecture: A blend of traditional Thai architecture with influences from Western
styles, reflecting Thailand's history and cultural diversity.

2. Main Structures

e Wat Phra Kaew (Temple of the Emerald Buddha): The most sacred Buddhist temple
in Thailand, housing the Emerald Buddha, a revered figure in Thai Buddhism.

e Chakri Maha Prasat Hall: A large European-style hall with a traditional Thai roof, built
in the late 19th century.

e Dusit Maha Prasat Hall: An important ceremonial hall, used for state functions and
royal funerals.

e Phra Thinang Amarin Winitchai Hall: A throne hall used for state receptions and
ceremonial functions.

3. Role in Thai Monarchy

e The palace was the residence of the king and the seat of government until 1925.
e Although the royal family no longer resides there, the Grand Palace is still used for royal
ceremonies, including coronations and state events.

4. Significance

e The Grand Palace is not just a tourist destination but also a spiritual and political center
for Thailand.

e Wat Phra Kaew (within the palace grounds) is one of the holiest Buddhist temples in the
country, attracting pilgrims and devotees.

e The architecture, art, and cultural elements of the palace reflect centuries of Thai history,
monarchy, and religious practices.

5. Visiting the Grand Palace
e Location: Bangkok, Thailand, on the eastern bank of the Chao Phraya River.

e Open to Public: Most areas, excluding certain official buildings and some spaces used
for ceremonial purposes.



o Dress Code: Strict rules apply, requiring visitors to dress modestly (covering shoulders,
arms, and legs) out of respect for its religious significance.

The Grand Palace is one of the most iconic symbols of Thailand's rich cultural and religious
heritage, making it a must-visit destination for anyone traveling to Bangkok.
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